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BISHOP OXNAM FEATURED IN POAU 
NATIONAL MEETING JANUARY 27, 1949 


Among the notable e- 
vents in Washington, D. 
C., during the Inaugural 
Month, will be the ad- 
ge dressof G. Bromley 
= Oxnam. This fearless 
Methodist Bishop and 
§ world church statesman, 
will speak at 8:30 p.m. 
January 27, 1949, in 
Constitution Hall under 
the auspices of P.O.A.U. 
These recent statements 
of Bishop Oxnam reveal 
his forthrightness onthe 
issues confronting us: 





BKishup Uxnoam 

"We holdthata manwhomusttake his re- 

ligiuus thought from an authoritarian hierarchy is 

likely to be so conditioned that he may be willing to 

take his political thought from a dictator, or his 
economic thought from a party."’ 


‘*Protestants want noambassador from our 
free land to a token state, that is ineffect a Church; 
a state in which there is no liberty save for mem- 
bers of a single Church."* 


**When the nation is endangered by anideology 
that seeks, by methods of infiltration and conspiracy, 
to seize power, the nation must take proper steps 
to protest itself and to insure its preservation; but 
it must be remembered that democracy is based 
upon consent and that intelligent consent involves 
fullacquaintance with the threat to security and al- 
So cooperation in setting up those practices within 
freedom that’ express justice and brotherhood, and 
thereby make democracy impregnable."’ 


**Nor do we want our public funds used to 
support sectarian education where un-American 
conceptions of liberty are taught.’’ 


If you are able to attend this conference and wish 
hotel accommodations, please notify us as early as 
possible. 





The Mass Meeting in Constitution Hall on the 
evening of January 27 will climax an all-day session 
of the national delegates,who will formulate policy 
for the coming year, and offer to the American 
public sugnificant pronouncements dealing with the 
important subject of church and state relations. 


Dr. Edwin McNeal Poteat will preside at all three 
sessions of the national meeting. Dr. J. M. Dawson, 
author and public relations director of the Baptists, 
will formally present Glenn LeRoy Archer, who re - 
signed a law school deanship to become executive 
director of POAU. Announcement will soonbe made 
of the afternoon General Session program. 


JUDGE RULES ON ‘RELEASE TIME’ 


In New York, State Supreme Court Justice Roscoe 
V. Elsworth has ruled that the McCollum decision 
of last March, invalidating the so-called Champaign 
Illinois plan of providing religious instruction, does 
not affect the New York plan of releasing public 
school children for one hour a week for religious 
training off school premises. Justice Elsworth finds 
the New York plan constitutional and distinguishes 
it on facts from the Champaign plan. 


‘*The New York plan,’’ said the Judge ‘‘did not 
require the use of school buildings or tax funds for 
religious purposes.** It did, however, release 
students from school for religious instruction. At- 
tendance was reported to the teachers. Whether the 
release of children for religious instruction off 
school property is a wise public policy is quite a 
different issue. Many school officials find the plan 
disruptive of good school procedure. 


It is clear that the use of the school or any of its 
machinery to promote religion is unconstitutional. 
As the Judge points out, the State must be neutral. 
Its function is to guarantee freedom of religion. 


There is no doubt that our children need moral 
and religious instruction in the home and church. 
It is not a case of secularism, but of keeping church 


(Continued on Page 2) 








‘“"RELEASE TIME’’ 


and state in their separate spheres. The State that 
undertakes inany manner to foster religion enhances 
the danger of fostering a particular religion. 


(Continued from Page 1) 


One pertinent statement from Washington on this 
New Ruling is that of Dr. J. M. Dawson, executive 
secretary of public relations, Baptists of the U.S.A.: 


**Of several varieties of so-called released time, 
the New York arrangement undoubtedly differsin 
some important respects from that in Champaign, 
Illinois, which was condemned by the United States 
Supreme Court. Justice Elsworth has offered a 
‘shaky decision’, however, by reason of the fact that 
he cannot deny that the public schools in New York 
are being used to adegree inaid of certain religious 
institutions. Secondly, to some extent the machinery 
of the schools is being employed in maintaining the 
religious set-up. Inthe third place, in the matter 
of attendance the churches are the beneficiaries of 
the compulsory school law. The principle of the 
separation of church and state means that religious 
education cannot become a function of government, 
for inevitably the question of which religionis 
favored will become a bone of contention. Religious 
education is fundamentally important but it must be 
provided by the home and the church, not by the 
government, in whole or in part."’ 

‘ee + 

One of the most calm and reasonable analyses of 
today’s problem of ‘‘The School, the State, and the 
Church" appears in the Atlantic magazine 
forNovember. AgnesE. Meyer, wife of the 
publisher of The Washington Post, is the author. 
The complete article is available in reprint form 
through this office. Use the coupon onthe back 
page. Hereisone quotation which POAU members 
should ponder deeply.. 

**It is understandable that Catholics who cling to 
the medieval doctrine of the antithetical nature of 
the two spheres, the material and the spiritual, 
should envisage the secular world as a ‘Godless’ 
domain to be conquered by the one true Church. 
That is why they encounter difficulty in resolving 
the problem of the relationship of Church and State 
inthe American way. But the Protestant clergy 
whotake the Catholic positionthat the First Amend - 
ment does not imply the absolute separation of 
Church and State, but merely forbids the preferential 
treatment of any one Church, have forgotten the 
history of secularism, its contribution to civic and 
religious freedom, and the important role of 
Protestantism in its development."’ 


**The Protestant layman, who believes that every 
man is his own priest, found no difficulty in carry- 
ing his religious beliefs into the sociopolitical field 
in a form that could not offendthe other sects. That 
is why our American secular institutions, including 
the public schools, are by no meansas ‘Godless’ as 
contemporary ecclesiastical critics would have us 
believe. 





SPAIN DENIES RELIGIOUS LIBERTY 


There is increasing talkthese days about the de- 
sirability of resuming full diplomatic relations with 
Franco Spain. Dr. Stanley I. Stuber, Chairman of 
the Commission on Religious Freedom of the Bap- 
tist World Alliance, and member of the National 
Advisory Council of POAU, hasthisto say: **Recog- 
nition of the Fascist government of Spain by the 
United States istoo great a price to pay in order to 
gain amilitary advantage over Soviet Russia. I was 
in (Spanish) Protestant churches in which pews and 
church furniture have beendestroyed. I was inform- 
ed by Protestant church officials that it is becoming 
increasingly difficult to carry on their work***per- 
secution of minority groups continues to an alarm- 
ing degree***t © veto power of the Roman Catholic 
church is extremely dangerous tothe cause of de- 
mocracy***I am astounded by the present trend in 
certain U.S. circles to recognize the Spanish govern- 
ment for military reasons." 


This is anissue which every POAU member 
should study and explain to others. 


Here are other comments on Spain. Dr. John S&S. 
Bonnell, pastor of New York's Fifth Avenue Presby- 
terian Church, call Spain ‘‘the saddest spotin Europe 
with respect to religious freedom.’’ His conclusion 
came after atwo-month study of religious conditions 
inten European countries, including Soviet satellites, 
Franco's Constitution of 1945 says, ‘‘No public cere- 
monies or manifestations will be permitted in any 
religion other thanthe Catholic religion.** Dr. 
Bonnell further charges Protestant schools have 
been closed and children must go to schools where 
Roman Catholic instruction is compulsory. Protes- 
tants have also been jailed and fined for holding 
meetings of Bible study and prayer in their homes. 
After the Archbishop of Seville issued a pastoral 
letter in September 1947 denouncing the Protestants 
and demanding abolition of the centers of false re- 
ligions in Spain, series of attacks began by Catholic 
Action Youths. They declared, ‘*‘We made ourselves 
heirs of the inquisitional spirit.’ 


Inthe Reformation Day service in Washington, D. 
C., one of our leaders, Dr. John A. Mackay, presi- 
dett of Princeton Theological Seminary, declared 
the darkest blot on recent history of the democ- 
racies was the aidand comfort given Fascist Spain. 
He said, ‘‘Any manifestation of religion where there 
emerges pomp and pageantry, and where any kind 


of hierarchy demands to be served and does not 
exist to serve, is an aberration in the sight of God 
and does not deserve to live."’ 


Bishop Oxnam, speaking before the United Council 
of Church Women in Milwaukee on November 18th 
said: **The unlimited ideological strength of the 
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peoples who fought fascism must not be sacrificed 
for the limited strategic value of Spain, where 
fascism still lives in the person of Franco."’ 


‘It would be illuminating to know how many 
priests were allied with Fascist groups in enemy 
countries, how many concordats were signed with 
such lands, why F ranco was called a ‘son of the 
church,’ why at the moment there is such insistent 
demand:that we recognize the Spanish dictator," 
he said. 

PT Tet ttt titi i et itt ies 

ROME (R.N.S.) -- Italy's Court of Appeals has 
confirmed the conviction of Camillo Porreca, found 
guilty of committing an *‘ offense against the religion 
ofthe State’’ by reprinting anti-clerical books which 
were part of a book series called ‘‘Anti-clerical 
Thought.*’ 


Porreca’'s lawyer argued that no pre-existing 
Italian code had ever referred to ‘‘offenses against 
the religion of the State,'’ but only to ‘‘offenses 
against the freedom of conscience.'’ 


PERTINENT COMMENT AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 





Thereis a Bill of Rights Commemorative Society 
which, together with the Wall Street Post of the 
American Legion, the other day awarded the Bill 
of Rights gold medalto Francis Cardinal Spellman. 
Since the very reason for being of POAU is to ex- 
plain and defend these first ten amendments of the 
United States Constitution, we are somewhat sur- 
prised. We cannot recall seeing Cardinal Spell- 
man's name on any public statement defending civil 
rights. Whatever part hisinfluence may have play- 
edinthe ban on The Nation fromthe New York 
schools could hardly justify this award. His record 
is certainly clear as condemning the separation of 
church and state in the complete sense that we be- 
lieve to be the foundation stone in our precious heri- 
tage of freedom. 

REESE EEE EES 

On October 9, the National Conference on Aca- 
demic Freedom was held in New York City. Glenn 
L. Archer, Executive Director of POAU, was one 
of the speakers. Interesting highlights from others 
who spoke are as follows: Dr. Frank P. Graham, 
president of the University of North Carolina, said 
“Jesus said, ‘Know the truth and the truth shall 
make you free’. He met fallacy with his under- 
standing and hate with his great love. John Milton, 
inthe midst of bitter public controversy, over the 
threatened suppression of free speech and free 
opinion, said, ‘Give me the liberty to know, to utter 
and argue freely according to conscience, above all 
liberty!"" Dr. John DeBoer of the University of 
Illinois said, ‘The purveyors of fear canbe defeat - 
ed if we who recognize the signs of the creeping 
Fascism will speak out and will support any group 
ororganization which undertakes to arrest its 
progress.’ 

Me he ae ee he he ae ake ae ae rhe ae ae ae ae ae ake ake ate ae ae 





DR. PFEFFER ANALYZES COURT DECISION. 


One of the best articles on the question of sepa- 
ration of church and state in terms of the present 
confusion aboutthe question of religioninthe public 
schools has beenwritten by Dr. Leo Pfeffer, Assis- 
tant Director, Commission on Law and Social Action, 
American Jewish Congress. His ‘‘Religion,, Edu- 
cation and the Constitution"’ is now available in 
pamphlet form and may be ordered from us or from 
the American Jewish Congress, 1834 Broadway, 
New York, N. Y. Here are some pertinent para- 
graphs: ‘'The fiction lies in assuming that the edu- 
cation received by Catholic children in parochial 
schools is secular education****, The whole con- 
cept of secular educationis opposed bythe Catholic 
Church. The encyclical of Pope Pius XI (1930) ‘On 
the church education of youth’ states that the ‘only 
school approved by the church is one where the 


***Catholic religion permeates the entire atmos- 
phere and where allteaching and the whole organi- 
zation of the school and its teachers, syllabus and 
the textbooks in every branch is reguiated by the 
Christian spirit’ *** We are even today far re- 
moved from a complete separation of religion and 
government ***many events give cause for alarm. 
Be sides individual encroachments, they are appear - 
ing, withincreasing frequency, undisguised and 
acrimonious attacks upon the concept itself and up- 
onthe Supreme Court which seeksto defend it***Of 
all our institutions, our public schools are most 
vulnerable to these encroachments. Unceasing 
vigilance is, indeed, the burden of those to whom a 
democratic America without a secular public 
school is unthinkable.’’ 


FEES EEE EEEEE 


Dr.Charles Clayton Morrison, speaking in Cleve- 
land onthe 43lst anniversary of the Reformation, 
said Protestants should: 


(1) Demand the recall of MyronC. Taylor. as 
ambassador to the Vatican. 


(2) Oppose attempts by the Roman Catholic 
Church ‘‘to secure public funds for the support of 
its parochial schools.*’ 


*‘Inthe ambassadorship tothe Vatican, the official 
processes of the American government are inter- 
locked with the officiai processes of the Roman 
Catholic Church. 


**Such an arrangement is,** he continued, ‘‘pre- 
judicial to and a curtailment of the full religious 
liberty of all other churches. Protestant churches 
are compelled to pursue their work in the shadow 
and against the prestige created by the special 
privilege accorded to this particular Church. As 
Protestants we should arouse ourselves to demand 
its abrogation." 











DR. STUBER ANSWERS HIERARCHY 


Dr. Stanley I. Stuber, chairman of the Commission 
on Religious Freedom of the Baptist World Alliance 
has answered the recent statement of the Roman 
Catholic hierarchy of the United States which criti- 
cized the Supreme Court decision barring religious 
instruction from public schools. 


He assailed the bishops’ statement as ‘‘biased 
and misleading,’’ ‘‘a propaganda document of the 
worst kind,** and as ‘‘a dangerous weapon used for 
extremely selfish ends.’' 


He declared that when the bishops said the high 
court had ruled in favor of ‘‘an omnipotent state,"’ 
they followed a ‘‘dangerous procedure'’ that came 
**near to being subversive doctrine."’ 


Dr. Stuber, who said he was speaking as an indi- 
vidual, charged that the Catholic statement, instead 
of building up a case against secularism as it pur- 
ported to do, actually laid the ground ‘‘for public 
support’’ of the Catholic school system. 





SPREAD THE WORD -- MOBILIZE OPINION 


Your non-profit, educational membership corporation 
needs funds - new members - public awakening 
through literature distribution. Probably you are do- 
ing something about all these things. We urge you to 
domore. Don't delay. Use the coupon and order form 
below to further strengthen the cause of P.O.A.U. 


(1) 


ee ee 
Fill out onthe coupon the items desired fromthe 
check list by letter indicia ( a - b - c, etc. ) 
Check the appropriate square for the following: 
If you are a new member 
If you are sending an added contribution 
S444 ES 


a. Separate Church and State Now 








by J. M. Dawson = Just off press ..$2.50ea. 


b. Assorted Literature (25 items) . $1.00 
Items below 5¢ ea. 
50¢ per doz. "$4.00 per 100 
*,c. The POAU Manifesto. 
~. d. Shadows over our Schools. 
4, 70, 


J, @>. e. Oxnam Reply to Cushing. 











McCollum Case Explained. 


School, State & Church 
h. The Open Letter. 


United We 
But Divided 
We Fail. 


Stand, 





Dr. Stuber denied that the high court ruling ex. 
cluded all religion from the government. ‘The 
church has a place of its own,"’ he said. ‘Its ine 
fluence should reach out into education, science and 
industry. Religion should have a much larger place 
in the homes of America. 


**But if our public schools are to remain free,” 
he continued, ‘‘if ‘they are to remain the most! 
powerful agency for promoting cohesion among 
heterogeneous democratic people,’ then they must 
be separated from anydegree of ecclesiastical con. 
trol. Thought control, even by bishops, can beg 
very dangerous thing." 


SEEKER EEE EE 


President Conant has spoken out boldly on 
touchy subject of religious instruction in tax-supa 
ported schools. He says, ‘‘Only a completely secy 
lar school system can be supported bythe tax pay 
ers and operated by our democracy; otherwise, 
public instrument will be torn asunder in the con 
flict between rival theologies. This was well under 
stood by the founders ofthis republic***To the ex 
tent that we have made a beginning in revising t 
policy in the last few decades, a serious error h 
been made***At the same time, one must trust th 
no anti-religious fanatics will attempt to police o 
schools and purge all reference to religion."’ 


R. C. CHAPLAINS EXCEED POPULATION RA 
IN U. S. SERVICES 


In replyto many letters asking about the questio 
of church and state in terms of chaplains in 
armed services, here are the highlights. 


As tothe question of ratios of chaplains servi 
in tefms of population by faiths, the following re 
cent figures are of interest now that peacetim 
draft is under way. As of July 1, 1947, there we 
977 chaplains on duty. The breakdown by service 
was: Army, 635; Navy, 224; Veterans Adminis 
tration, 118. A more recent breakdown by maja 
categories of religion (May 31, 1948 for Army at 
Navy, and March 31, 1948 for the Veterans Admin 
istration) is show below: 


Veterans Administration 
Full Part 
Army Navy Time Time Tota 








Protestants 756 321 164 1,309 

Catholic 303 125 68 572 

Jewish 25 3 4 61 
1,084 449 236 1,94 





Thus, Roman Catholics carry one quarter of 
responsibility for spiritual guidance of our boys 
Yet Roman Catholics comprise only about one 
eighth of the entire voting population. 











